Naturaleza

El Paseo del Prado y el Buen Retiro son el
corazoén verde de Madrid

Desde el siglo XVI, el Paseo del Prado, primer paseo
arbolado en una capital europea, se constituyé como
prototipo de alameda urbana, generando un espacio
para el ocio y el esparcimiento de los ciudadanos en un
entorno de naturaleza dentro del casco urbano.

Since the 16th century, the Paseo del Prado, the first
tree-lined promenade in a European capital, has been
the prototype of an urban boulevard, creating a space
for leisure and recreation for citizens in a natural
environment within the city center.

En el decenio de 1630, el rey Felipe IV, el mayor
coleccionista de arte de su época, decide construir el
palacioy los jardines del Buen Retiro. En la actualidad,
los jardines histéricos del Buen Retiro son parte del
patrimonio cultural de la ciudad y ademas tienen un
importante papel medioambiental, ya que contribuyen
afiltrar la contaminacion y amortiguar la temperatura
en el centro de Madrid, ademas de proporcionar un
espacio de naturaleza para el bienestar de la vida de los
ciudadanos.

In the 1630s, King Philip 1V, the greatest art collector of
his time, decided to build the Buen Retiro Palace and
gardens. Today, the historic gardens of Buen Retiro are
part of the cultural heritage of the city and also have
an important environmental role as they contribute

to filter pollution and dampen the temperature in

the center of Madrid, as well as providing a space of
nature for the welfare of the life of citizens.

Art

Alandscape linked to Arts and Culture

Una asombrosa concentracion de instituciones
artisticas, museos y centros de exposicion.

An amazing concentration of art institutions,
museums, and exhibition centers.

El Paisaje de la Luz atesora un increible nimero de
obras de arte de valor universal gracias a su prodigiosa
concentracion de museos e instituciones culturales:
pinturay escultura en los museos nacionales Reina
Sofia, Prado, Thyssen-Bornemisza, Artes Decorativas,
Naval, etcétera. A ellos se suman las colecciones de
instituciones como el Banco de Esparia, el Congreso
de los Diputados, CaixaForum Madrid y otros centros
que conservan estos tesoros en un conjunto Unico de
edificios proyectados entre los siglos XVIIl y XXI que
convierten este espacio en un auténtico museo de
arquitectura.

The Landscape of Light treasures an incredible
number of works of art of universal value thanks to

the prodigious concentration of museums and cultural
institutions: painting and sculpture in the national
museums Reina Sofia, Prado, Thyssen-Bornemisza,
Decorative Arts, Naval, and so on. In addition to the
collections of institutions such as the Bank of Spain,
the Congress of Deputies, CaixaForum Madrid and
other centers that preserve these treasures in a unique
set of buildings designed between the eighteenth and
twenty-first centuries that make this space a true
museum of architecture.

Science

A landscape linked to science

Desde su transformacidn en el siglo XVIII por voluntad
de Carlos Ill, el Paisaje de la Luz ha sido la columna
vertebral de la ciencia espafiola gracias al Laboratorio
Quimico y Gabinete de Historia Natural (hoy Museo
Nacional del Prado), el Real Observatorio de Madrid,

el Real Jardin Botanico, la Real Fabrica de Porcelanas
del Buen Retiro, el Real Gabinete de Maquinas, el Real
Establecimiento de Piedras Duras y el Hospital General.

Since its transformation in the 18th century by the
will of Charles Ill, the Paisaje de la Luz has been the
backbone of Spanish science thanks to the Chemical
Laboratory and Cabinet of Natural History (now the
Prado National Museum), the Royal Observatory

of Madrid, the Royal Botanical Garden, the Royal
Porcelain Factory of Buen Retiro, the Royal Cabinet of
Machines, the Royal Establishment of Hard Stones,
and the General Hospital.

El espacio cientifico del Paisaje de la Luz se consolidé
afinales del siglo XIX, durante la Edad de Plata de la
cultura espariola, con el establecimiento de la Facultad
de Medicina, la Facultad de Ciencias (hoy Ministerio
de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentacion), la Escuela de
Ingenieros, el Museo Nacional de Antropologiay el
Instituto Cajal de Investigacion Neuroldgica.

The scientific space of the Landscape of Light was
consolidated at the end of the 19th century during the
Silver Age of Spanish culture with the establishment
of the Faculty of Medicine, the Faculty of Science
(today the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food),
the School of Engineers, the National Museum of
Anthropology, and the Cajal Institute of Neurological
Research.

Modelo universal

Influencia en Hispanoamérica

El Paseo del Prado generd un espacio que permitia el
ocio y el esparcimiento. Este modelo se extendi6 por
toda la Peninsula Ibérica desde sus origenes en el siglo
XVI, estableciéndose como prototipo para todos los
territorios de ultramar del Imperio Hispano entre los
siglos XVIly XIX.

The Paseo del Prado created a space for leisure

and recreation. This model spread throughout the
Iberian Peninsula from its origins in the 16th century,
establishing itself as the prototype for all the overseas
territories of the Hispanic Empire between the 17th
and 19th centuries.

En la actualidad, gran parte de las instituciones y
entidades ubicadas en el ambito del Paisaje de la Luz
mantienen programas ligados a Latinoamérica. Asi lo
evidencian las actividades conjuntas organizadas con
otras instituciones latinoamericanas por parte del Real
Jardin Botanico, el Real Observatorio Astronémico, la
Asociacion de Academias de la Lengua Espafiola, el
Instituto Cervantesy la Casa de América.

At present, most of the institutions and foundations
located within the scope of the Landscape of Light
maintain programs linked to Latin America. This is
evidenced by the joint activities organized with other
Latin American institutions by the Royal Botanical
Garden, the Royal Astronomical Observatory, the
Association of Spanish Language Academies, the
Cervantes Institute and Casa de América.

Espacio civico

Un paisaje representativo

Los ciudadanos han utilizado este paisaje a lo largo de
la historia como un espacio de expresion civica libre,
donde se han celebrado todo tipo manifestaciones
politicas y sociales, eventos artisticos, culturales,
deportivos, acontecimientos especiales o
simplemente han sido escenario del ocio de los
ciudadanos.

Throughout history, citizens have used this landscape
as a space for free civic expression, where all kinds of
political and social manifestations, artistic, cultural,
and sporting events, special events, or simply as a
stage for the leisure of citizens have been held.

Ademas, el Paisaje de la Luz alberga algunas de las
instituciones representativas que conforman la
sociedad democratica espafiola contemporanea
entre otros el Congreso de los Diputados, el Banco de
Espafia, el Ayuntamiento de Madrid o los cuarteles
generales del Ejército de Tierray la Armada.

In addition, the Landscape of Light houses some

of the representative institutions that make up
contemporary Spanish democratic society, including
the Congress of Deputies, the Bank of Spain, the Bank
of Spain, the Madrid City Hall and the headquarters of
the Army and the Navy.

Paisaje llustrado
lllustrated Landscape

Un desarrollo urbano del Absolutismo
llustrado

An urban development of Enlightened
Absolutism

Carlos Ill fundi6 en este paisaje la naturaleza, la cultura
y el conocimiento para el disfrute del pueblo. El trazado
del paseo, la ordenacién de las calles, los parques 'y
jardines, los monumentos y las fuentes refuerzan este
caracter de valor excepcional, que también es evidente
en el lenguaje arquitecténico clasicista del Museo del
Prado, el Real Observatorio de Madrid y el Hospital
General de San Carlos (hoy Museo Reina Sofia), y en las
fuentes mas bellas: Cibeles, Neptuno, Apolo, Alcachofa
y las Cuatro Fuentes.

Charles Ill fused nature, culture, and knowledge in this
landscape for the enjoyment of the people. The layout
ofthe promenade, the arrangement of the streets,

the parks and gardens, the monuments and fountains
reinforce this character of exceptional value, which is
also evident in the classicist architectural language of
the Prado Museum, the Royal Observatory of Madrid,
and the General Hospital of San Carlos (now the Reina
Sofia Art Center), and in the most beautiful fountains:
Cibeles, Neptuno, Apolo, Alcachofa and the Four
Fountains.

The Landscape of Light

The Paseo del Prado and Buen Retiro,
landscape of the Arts and Sciences,
is a cultural landscape resulting from
successive transformations created
with the express intention of uniting
culture and nature in an urban
environment.

The Paseo del Prado is a tree-lined promenade
where the major cultural, scientific, political,
economic, and representative institutions of
the Kingdom of Spain and Madrid society are
located. Next to the Prado are the Jardines del
Buen Retiro, a former royal park, historically
and geographically linked to this promenade.
Both, promenade, and park, form an indissoluble
whole whose origin dates to the mid-sixteenth
century when for the first time a space was
conceived for all citizens, regardless of class, to
enjoy nature within the walls of the city, with
tree plantations and fountains along with other
ornamental and recreational elements.

UNESCO is the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization. Its
mission is to contribute to the consolidation
of peace, the eradication of poverty, promote
sustainable development and contribute to
intercultural dialogue through education,

the sciences, culture, communication, and
information.

There are currently 1,154 sites inscribed on the
World Heritage List, of which Spain has 49
locations on the List and the Community of
Madrid has 5. The locations may be natural,
cultural, or mixed. Cultural landscapes are the
joint result of the action of man and nature.

The Madrid City Council, in collaboration with
the Community of Madrid and the support

of the Ministry of Culture, promoted the
candidacy of the Paseo del Prado and Buen
Retiro Cultural Landscape, Landscape of Arts
and Sciences. It was declared a World Heritage
Site on July 25, 2021.
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